Gynaecology has, perhaps, more than any other branch of Medicine, suffered from the nimia diligentia of its exponents. Both in minor and major gynaecology examples of this are to be found, and in selecting some of the minor manipulations for D
criticism it is not to be supposed that I do not quite appreciate how far so-called major gynaecology has been overdone. Abdominal surgery, both Three factors seem at work in modifying our opinions very considerably with regard to many of the minor gynaecological operations and appliances which have been in constant use. These three factors are?(1), the improvement in and education of practitioners in the simple manual examination of the pelvic organs ; (2), an improved and revised pathology of the infra-vaginal portion of the cervix; and (3), and perhaps specially, the increased knowledge which abdominal section has thrown upon the contents of the pelvis.
It must always seem an ungenerous task on the part of any writer to discard the means by which he has arrived at a rational and accurate knowledge of his subject, and yet it is nevertheless true that many of the procedures, manipulations, and operations which have been so persistently and regularly described in text-books are, with increasing experience and increasing knowledge, deserving of a less prominent place than they have hitherto occupied.
The origin of many of the major distresses from which women suffered, and for which they were subjected to operative interference.
He was of opinion that the days of the speculum as a diagnostic agent were numbered, and that its routine use was not only needless, but dangerous.
